LETTER XLIII.

November 4th, 1786.

ANEW letter, excessively rigorous, and tolerably
incoherent, has suspended Launay in the exercise
of all his functions. Yet I scarcely can believe it
is intended to sully the beginning of a reign by useless
cruelty. The victim is immolated to the nation the
moment the man is no longer in place. The remainder
would only be the explosion of gratuitous hatred, since
the unfortunate Launay no longer can give umbrage to
anyone. Verder is placed at the head of the customs.
We shall see what the new established order will pro-
duce; or rather, whether they will know how to establish
any new order. In the meantime the discharge of forty
Frenchmen is determined on, in petto. But I cannot
perceive that these kind of Sicilian vespers are likely
even to gain the public favor. The theater here is not
sufficiently vast to conceal from the pit what is passing
behind the scenes. There is scarcely any illusion pos-
sible, except that of actually doing good. I shall endeavor
to save Launay, by causing Prince Henry to say, who
has at least preserved the privilege of uttering all he
pleases, that hitherto the King has really acted in this
business as the man of the nation; but that, should he
go further, he will become the man of the persecutors
of Launay; that there are public murmurs which affirm
he has espoused their hatred, etc. Certain it is that the
repetition of the self-important /, in Launay's estimate,
has put the King out of humor, and even in a passion.
His Majesty arrived yesterday, and returned this morn-
ing. This seems to be an episode in the romance of
Voss which approaches the denouement, and which is sus-
pended to obtain the three following articles: (i) two hun-
dred thousand crowns for her portion. The King refuses
(or will only count out a thousand crowns per month, so
that the payment will not be completed in less than six-
(198) as it is said, to
